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ENGLAND  IN THE EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY
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The grant of free trade did not pacify the Irish: it was
a grant of the English Parliament and what England gave
she could also withdraw. Grattan therefore continued his
agitation for a free Parliament. In this he was supported
by the Volunteers, who now numbered 80,000, and who
were at present loyal to England. In 1782 Britain
abandoned her legislative supremacy over Ireland, and
Ireland's first free Parliament met. Ireland was, how-
ever, still without responsible government, for the central
administration in Dublin was both appointed and con-
trolled by the English Government, and was not dependent
on the support of the Irish Parliament.

Ireland enjoyed a brief period of prosperity. In 1784
an Irish Corn Law was passed, placing a bounty on the
export of Irish corn, and imposing duties on the import of
foreign corn, when its price was less than 305. per quarter.
This was followed by a considerable development of Irish
tillage. Factories were rebuilt, corn-mills were brought
back into use, the amount of woollen cloth exported
increased from 9,000 yards in 1780 to 876,000 yards-in 1786.
The fishing and linen industries were also prosperous. The
total export trade increased by 1782 to thirty-two times
what it was it 1704, but by 1796 it was eighty-eight times
its amount in 1704.l In 1785 Pitt introduced his scheme
to lower the rates levied upon Irish goods entering Britain
to the level of those levied when entering Ireland from
Britain. The scheme also provided for the balancing of
the Irish budget and for the utilisation of any surplus for
imperial defence. The proposals, having been passed by the
Irish Parliament, were modified by the English Parliament,
so that they became unacceptable to the Irish and the scheme
was abandoned. In 1793 Catholics were allowed to vote,
but not to sit in Parliament or hold office.

The outbreak of war with France was a disaster for
Ireland, and made the Irish problem more serious for Pitt's
Government. The agitation against English power was
taken up by Wolfe Tone, who organised the United Irishmen
In 1791, an organisation which aimed to include both Catholics
1 Murray, op* cit., p. 272.